
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Like most of us in this room, God called me to faith in His Son, Jesus Christ, through the 
Word and Sacrament ministry of a faithful pastor in the LC-MS.  My heart and soul was 
captured by this message, and through the faithful proclamation of the Word by my 
pastor, I was being fed the pure doctrine of Christ on a regular basis, being assured of the 
absolution of my sins before God.   God also worked through me in congregational 
service, in evangelism, music, publications, etc.  I have tried to serve faithfully and to the 
best of my abilities in what I have been asked to do in my congregation, and as a member 
of this Board of Directors.  
 
However, I have been extremely disappointed with the political in-fighting that seems to 
color everything at the Synodical level.  Upon studying the history of the Synod, it 
appears to be a sad fact that this political infighting is nothing new, and has been going 
on for generations.  The casualty of all this is that the doctrine that was once precious to 
the LC-MS, the beautiful, pure, saving doctrine of Christ Jesus for sinners like you and 
like me, while still officially taught, is no longer faithfully practiced.  As many Lutheran 
theologians have written, our doctrine defines our practice, and our practice reflects our 
doctrine.  When our practice is compromised, then our doctrine suffers as well.  
 
While there are some remarkably faithful pastors and lay individuals in the Synod, it has 
become heartbreakingly clear that, for the most part, the congregations of the LC-MS no 
longer practice the orthodox Lutheran faith.  If a congregation does stand firm in the 
faith, it inevitably has factions within it that are actively campaigning to change those 
practices in a direction that is not a reflection of our doctrine.  Indeed, it appears obvious 
that the more faithful the pastor and/or the congregation, the more active and vicious the 
dissident faction becomes.  Pastors and congregational leaders who defend the faith are 
often attacked from within, and these faithful men and women who stand for what they 
believe are spiritually, emotionally, and sometimes even physically harmed.  
Congregations are torn apart, relationships are damaged, some irreparably, and some 
people even leave the faith.   
 
In his essay on Communion Fellowship1, C.F.W. Walther writes that “the true visible 
church…is the one in which the Word of God is preached purely and the holy Sacraments 
are administered according to Christ’s institution….Every person is obligated to stand up 
for the visible church, and given the opportunity, to join it”.  In the congregations I have 
visited recently, these marks, sadly, have not been unambiguously present. 
 
Many LC-MS congregations today practice open communion, and many encourage 
women to act in ways that are contrary to their vocations, such as being readers and 
communion assistants in the Divine Service.  In the congregations where I have visited 
recently, many sermons do not even proclaim the gospel of Christ crucified for the 
forgiveness of sins, and instead speak of Him as nothing more than a good teacher and 
example for us.   
                                                 
1 Walther, C.F.W., Essays for the Church – Communion Fellowship, 15th Western District Convention, 
Addison, Ill., Beginning June 15, 1870 



Yet these things begin at the Synodical level.  We have witnessed an elected leader 
openly engage in syncretistic, public worship, a situation that is clearly in violation of the 
first commandment and thus an insult to God’s Holy Name, and is not only encouraged to 
do so, but is protected by his ecclesiastical supervisor, thereby confirming him in his 
unrepentant sin, which sin we each share to some degree by virtue of our fellowship 
relationship. 
 
Some would say that these matters are adiaphora and should all be permitted under 
Christian freedom.  However, these things are all in direct opposition to the very clear 
words of Scripture, yet they continue without any kind of ecclesiastical supervision being 
exercised.    Additionally, the Scriptures, as well as our Lutheran Confessions, state quite 
clearly that, in matters which cause disunity and are harmful to the faith of our weaker 
brothers, nothing is adiaphora, for “true believers are grieved, offended, and weakened in 
the faith.”  (SD X:5-16, Romans 14:1-6) 
 
In the fourth century, Gregory of Nazianzus writes, “As then the straightness or 
crookedness of the course of the body depends upon the clearness or dullness of the eye, 
so must the church necessarily share the peril or safety brought by the conduct of its 
chief.”2

 
At the Synodical level, the Scriptures and Confessions are no longer the norm of our 
relationship with each other, but they have been replaced by the Constitution and Bylaws 
of the corporation that calls itself “LC-MS, Inc.”  Indeed, during a recent Board of 
Directors conference call, the comment was made that “the highest authority in our 
Synod is the Constitution and Bylaws.”  This statement was not challenged by anyone on 
the board because it is, regrettably, true. 
 
Frankly, I think that, in an orthodox church body, the highest authority should be the 
Scriptures and Confessions, not the Constitution and Bylaws. In an orthodox church 
body, the President of Synod should be a theologian, not a self-proclaimed “bylaws kind 
of a guy”.  In an orthodox church body, ecclesiastical supervision should mean something 
and be exercised.  If it were, we would indeed be “walking together in unity”, and our 
practice would once again reflect our doctrine.   In sad fact, the doctrinal disunity in our 
congregations is a direct consequence of the noted lack of these essential things in our 
Synod.   
 
As He has all Christians, God has called me to faith in Christ for a reason.  That reason is 
to give me forgiveness of my sin through His death, to feed me with His precious Word 
and Sacraments throughout my life, and to give me eternal life with Him when I die 
through His resurrection.   Unfortunately, what has actually happened since my election 
to the Board of Directors is that I am fed more and more frequently on conflict, 
compromise, and political one-up-manship, and less and less often with the gifts God 
intends to give to each of us, His precious Word and Sacraments.   
 
                                                 
2 Gregory of Nazianzus, “The Lord Will Answer, A Daily Prayer Catechism”, Concordia Publishing 
House, 2004, page 434 



That must change.  These circumstances have been detrimental to my faith, as I have 
watched the focus in our Synod turning further from Christ and more and more to 
political agendas and quests for personal glory.  I will be the first to admit that I am one 
of the “weaker brothers” of whom Paul spoke, in that I need constant refreshment and 
reassurance through solid Word and Sacrament ministry.  I do not believe that I am alone 
in this, but rather, that many others, like myself, are also suffering doubts and questions 
of faith as a direct result of the doctrinal compromises that are prevalent in our Synod. 
This is surely not God’s wish for His children, as we read in Matthew 18:6. 
 
C.F.W. Walther also writes, in his same essay, that “Everyone is obligated to avoid 
heterodox churches, and if one belongs to one like that, he is obligated to renounce it and 
leave it.”   
 
A decision such as this is one that can only come through much anguish, and also much 
prayer.  My conscience, under Holy Scripture, has now made the decision for me, for the 
clear Word of God has led me to the sad conclusion that the LC-MS, the Synod of my 
own birth and baptism in Christ, has become the heterodox church body of which 
Walther writes. Therefore, I now share with you my intent to renounce and leave what I 
believe to be this heterodox church body, the LC-MS. (Romans 16:17-18).  It is therefore 
incumbent upon me to inform you that I hereby resign my position on the Board of 
Directors, effective immediately.   
 
I have come to this meeting so that I could inform my colleagues on this board face to 
face, for it would be cowardly to do otherwise.   Additionally, it would be unethical for 
me to participate having so announced my intent.   I shall therefore absent myself from 
the remainder of this meeting.  Let the record also show that I have abstained from any 
and all votes at this meeting prior to being given the floor in this matter 
 
For those faithful men and women who find yourselves in the same quandary and have 
chosen to stay and fight for the truth within the LC-MS a little longer, in spite of the 
heterodox practices, I respect you for your decision, and I wish you God’s peace.  God 
has also granted me peace and a clear conscience with my decision, and I would ask only 
that you consider carefully what I have said here. 
 
David writes, “Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and sustain me with a willing 
spirit.”  (Psalm 51:12) I speak not for myself alone, but also for those many others in the 
church, from whom the joy of God’s salvation has been stolen.  I join with David in that 
prayer, that God restores us to Himself, and keeps us firm in the unity of His doctrine and 
in His true faith. 
 
Respectfully yours, in Christ’s service,  
 
 
Julie Martinez 


